Kerstin Bartsch

Kerstin is Senior Legal Officer in the Permanent Bureau of the
Hague Conference on Private International Law (HCCH). Her
responsibilities within the Permanent Bureau focus on the
implementation and practical operation of the 1980 Hague
Child Abduction Convention and 1996 Hague Child Protection
Convention.

Among her other tasks, Kerstin is working on the development of a Guide to Good
Practice on the interpretation and application of Article 13(1)(b) of the 1980 Hague
Child Abduction Convention and manages the International Child Abduction
Database (INCADAT). She is also responsible for the project on the recognition and
enforcement of agreements on family matters involving children.

Kerstin’s tasks include activities related to international family mediation including
the Working Party on Mediation that was established within the framework of the
Malta Process. She is also working on private international law matters related to
cohabitation outside marriage.

Kerstin is a German national with knowledge and experience in international and
European family law, human rights law, migration law and policy. She holds an LL.M
in European Law and International Economic Law from the University of Lausanne.
In addition, Kerstin studied and has practised international family mediation. Prior
to working for the HCCH, Kerstin worked for the International Organization for
Migration in Switzerland, the Philippines and Jordan.

Her published work includes “Efforts of the Hague Conference in Relation to
Countries whose Legal Systems are Based on or Influenced by Sharia” (The
Protection Project, Journal of Human Rights and Civil Society, Issue No 6, 2013).



